CHAPTER V

CHANGES IN LITERATURE, ART, AND
PHILOSOPHY

F | AHERE has always been a closer relation
I between education and letters in France
than in other countries, and hence from
the achievements already noted in one realm we
may expect similar progress in the other. The
literary history of the country during the last
thirty years would compare favourably with the
most famous period of the same duration in the
past. The characteristic traits of this literature
have been more truth, more ideas, a closer touch
with life, fewer abstractions, more facts, a less
sonorous, but more real, love of humanity. It
has stood less for the classes and more for the
masses. It has become more democratic, even
in the hands of aristocratic writers. The pessi-
mistic strain in much of it is a transient literary
fashion rather than the embodiment of national
views of life. The departments of literature
have been so differentiated as to produce a
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